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Our Mission Statement:  We are organized exclusively for educational purposes.  We bring 
together people who are interested in history, especially the history of the village of Milford 
& Milford Township. 

From Our President, Norm Werner 
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This is an exciting and challenging time of the year. It’s exciting because it is 
Home Tour Month, the first Milford Home Tour that we’ve been able to run 
since 2019. It’s challenging because there is so much work to do to run an 
event like the Milford Home Tour. It literally takes hundreds of man-hours of 
work leading up to the event and then the work of over a hundred volunteers t 
actually run the event. A great-big thanks to Sue Gumpper for taking on the 
challenge of serving as Chairperson for this event. 

Sue spent the spring literally walking the streets of Milford, stopping at many 
homes to ask if the homeowners would agree to be on the Home Tour.  She 
found some who agreed to do it in the future and finally found five home-
owners who would do it this year.  

Then Sue had to shift gears and start rounding up volunteers to actually man 
the houses as House Captains and docents during the event. That is no small 
feat, considering that each house needs 8-10 volunteer docents each of the 
two days. She also is managing many of the other groups performing tasks 
that have to get done to pull off this event. Thank you Sue for that tireless 
effort.  

I have been working on recruiting sponsors and supporters for the Home 
Tour. A number of sponsors from the 2019 are no longer in business—
victims of the COVID-19 pandemic. I do want to acknowledge those who 
stepped up to sponsorships this year— The Milford DDA, Heinsight Eyecare 
and The Huron Valley Law Center all committed to be Gold-level sponsors. 
Main Street Art stepped up to the Silver-level of sponsorship this year. At the 
Bronze-level we have The Clothing Cove, Huron Valley Furniture, Jeffery 
Stark—Edward Jones, MediLodge of Milford and Your Nesting Place. There 
are also many companies and a few individuals and families who supported 
the Home Tour by placing a shingle below one of our banners.  Be sure to 
look for those shingles and say thank you to those companies and people who 
supported us this year.   

In the midst of all of that effort, Linda Dagenhardt has been leading our effort 
to get the rental property that we own at 632 Canal Street ready to rent again 
AND trying to line up repair work on the Mary Jackson house next door. She 
is acting as our General Contractor for these efforts, which is no easy task 
given the shortage of construction workers and tradesmen, such as plumbers 
and electricians. It may take quite a while longer to get the Mary Jackson 
house back in it’s original shape, but we hope to have the rental property oc-
cupied again soon. 

I also want to acknowledge the great “behind the scenes” work that has been 
done this year by our Collection crew. Sarah Cuddeback is the Collections 
Manager and she has been assisted this year by Alyssa Koch, a college intern 

(Con nued on page 3) 

General Membership Meeting Moved 

The General Membership originally sched-
uled for September 15 has been moved to 
September 22. The move was necessitated 
by a schedule conflict that our guest speaker 

had. The topic of Ice Cutting on the Mill 
Pond is one that we wanted to accommodate, 
so we moved the meeting.  

The meeting will still take place at the Mil-
ford United Methodist Church at 1200 At-
lantic Street, but the time has been moved up 
to a 6:00 PM start at the request of the 
church.  

For this meeting please bring a dessert to 
share as well as your own plates, dinnerware 
and a drink. We will not be making coffee 
for the meeting,  We hope to return to a full 
pot-luck dinner routine for meetings in 2023.  

We’ll see you at the meeting at 6:00 PM on 
September 22. 

 

A Celebration  
of the Life   

 
We extend an invitation 
to friends and family to 
join us at the Milford His-
torical Society Museum, 
as we celebrate the life of  

Mary Lou Gharrity. 
 
We invite you to bring photos, stories, 
and memories of Mary Lou to share 
Sunday, October 9, 2022, from 1pm to 
4pm.  
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NORM WERNER           248-763-2497 
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Museum News  
 

Our museum has been open since June and we have enjoyed sharing the stories 
of our community with those who have come into the museum.    Our tempo-
rary exhibits featuring the Native American Trail Marker, The Milford Times 
and the Local Business of the past have been a big hit.    
 
We still have a few more months before we close for the season and we hope 
that if you haven’t been into the museum yet this season, that you take the time 
and pay us a visit.  
 
Our new docents that came to orientation in May are doing great and we are 
happy to say that beginning October, we will open the museum on Saturdays 
and Sundays from 1pm to 4pm.   We will remain closed on Wednesdays for the 
rest of this year.    We could use a few more docents, so if you are interested in 
helping, please send an email to milfordhistory@hotmail.com and include mu-
seum docent in the subject line.      

Support Us When You Shop 
 

The Milford Historical Society participates in a variety of programs that 
allow you to support us when you shop at places you already know and 
love. 
There is no cost to you and we receive a donation, so sign up today! 

 
Do you shop on Amazon? Go to smile.amazon.com and 
choose The Milford Historical Society to receive a donation 
whenever you shop. It costs you nothing extra. Just make 
sure you go to AmazonSmile to start your future shopping.  
 

 
Kroger Community Rewards 
Kroger Community Rewards makes supporting us 
easy. All you need to do is shop at Kroger and 
swipe your Plus Card! Log in-
to  www.kroger.com/i/community/community-
rewards  and select The Milford Historical Society as the organization 
you want to support. 
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 Robert and Myrtle Rowe  

 
When we left off in our last newsletter, Grant and Carrie Rowe re-
tired from the newspaper business. The next generation to take over 
the paper was Robert Grant Rowe.  
 
Robert Grant Rowe was born May 27, 1904, in Milford Michigan. 
Being the son of two newspaper people, it was only fitting that his 
birth took place on the second floor of the Milford Times building. 
Grant and Carrie had nine children - Dorothy Helen in 1898, Mar-
garet Ann in 1899, Carrie Marian in 1901, Lois Amelia in 1902, 
Robert Grant in 1904, Virginia Putnam in 1906, Ruth Mabel in 
1909, Rachel Jackson in 1910 and Winfred S in 1912.  
 
All of Grant and Carrie’s children worked at the newspaper after 
school and on Saturdays. And each child would work one year after 
graduation at the newspaper. Each of the children received a 
paycheck, and it was with the money they received that they paid 
for their college education.  
 
Robert graduated from Milford High School in 1922 and attended 
Michigan State College for two years before returning to Milford. 
Robert would pick up odd jobs including working in his uncle’s 
dealership in Plymouth. But he eventually returned to the newspa-
per collaborating with his parents.    
 
It was at a class reunion when he met another classmate, Myrtle 
Finningsdorf. Myrtle had married Tunis Strick on May 28, 1927, 
but tragically Tunis was killed in an automobile accident on Febru-
ary 3, 1928, leaving Myrtle, a widow. Robert was collecting tickets 
for a class reunion when Myrtle entered the reunion, but she did not 
have a ticket. Robert gave up his ticket and told her he would find a 
way to get into the reunion. Soon after the reunion, Robert would go 
to Brighton where Myrtle lived to take her out. When they were not 
together, they would correspond by writing letters.   In one of the 
letters Robert wrote that if they could meet that weekend, they 
would “seize the day.”  Robert and Myrtle married in May of 1933. 
 
Robert was working beside his parents earning a salary of 27.50 a 
week. By 1935, Grant Rowe was getting older, and his health began 
to decline, so it was decided that Grant and Carrie would step down 
from the Milford Times and Robert and Myrtle would take over. It 
was a difficult decision but made easier knowing that the paper 
would move on to the next generation.  
 
Robert took over the business using the same equipment his parents 
had used, but within a few years he felt it was time to make some 
changes—changes that would make the Milford Times a more mod-
ern paper. He began by putting in a cement floor in the basement 
and made that into the press room. This move made his mother hap-

py. She feared that the printing press would go through the floor 
as it weighed nearly twenty tons.  An elevator was also installed 
and was used to carry the heavy forms and other equipment to 
the press room. Double doors were installed so they would open 
from the street and was in the same direction as the elevator. So 
heavy rolls of newsprint could be unloaded directly onto the 
elevator. These changes took the Milford Times from a small 
county paper to a more modern one.  
 
During this time, the couple would begin a family. A daughter, 
Elaine, from Myrtle’s first marriage, a son named Lowell was 
born followed by a daughter named Janet. During this same 
time, Robert would form a group called the Great Books Club. 
This book club would choose a book and read it and once a 
month they would gather to discuss the book. A very fitting 
club for Robert to organize since his mother had started the 
Monday Literary Club.  
 
After about 11 years of running the business and meeting a pub-
lishing deadline and the cost and expenses, Robert decided to 
take in partners but still retain an interest in the paper. In Febru-
ary of 1948, Severt J. Davis came into the business, he came 
with a wealth of experience. In July of 1948 Hal Goode, also a 
veteran newspaper man came into the newly formed Milford 
Publishing Co. Mr. Davis was the President; Mr. Rowe was the 
Vice President and Mr. Goode was the secretary/treasurer. This 
situation did not work out the way Robert Rowe had expected 
and so in 1949 he sold his entire interest to Mr. Goode. The 
same time, Mr. Davis also sold his interest to Mr. Goode.  
 
After 78 years of being in the Jackson/Rowe family the paper 
passed out of the family control. Within six months Mr. Goode 
sold the Milford Publishing to William Gharrity and his son 
Robert. The Gharitty family was from Wisconsin. So, on the 
papers 89th anniversary, The Milford Times was under the con-
trol of another veteran newspaper family.  
  
Robert Rowe looked forward to retirement. Just like his parents, 
Robert was heavily involved in community service. He was a 
member of the Rotary Club, a member of the Masonic Lodge 
No. 165 and the secretary of the Michigan Pony Association. 
And even in retirement, he remained as a member of the Michi-
gan Press Association as well as a member of the National Edi-
torial Association, serving as the Vice President. Had he lived a 
week more, he would have been elevated to become the Presi-
dent of the organization.  
 
One endeavor that Robert did was to bring cheer to young chil-
dren during the Christmas holidays. He tied deer antlers to a 
team of his prize Shetland ponies and he brought Santa Claus to 
the local children.  
 
Sadly, just after two years of retirement, Robert passed away. 
At the age of forty-six, Robert suffered a heart attack. His wife 
Myrtle along with their three children remained in Milford. 
Myrtle also was active in the community. She was a member of 
the Monday Literary Club; the Milford Presbyterian Church and 
she was also a founding member of the Milford Historical Soci-
ety, serving on the board for the first few years.  
 
Myrtle would eventually move to Grand Rapids to live with her 
daughter. Her son Lowell would bring her back to Milford once 
a year to visit places that meant so much to her, which included 
the Milford Historical Society Museum.  
 
Myrtle passed away in 2000 at the age of ninety-five. 
 
In our next issue, we will learn about the Gharrity family. 

who has helped with the massive job of cataloging every 
item in our collection of historic artifacts. Sarah and Alyssa 
have managed to work down the stacks of donated but un-
documented items in the collection to it’s lowest level ever. 
Great work. In Addition, Alyssa researched and wrote the 
“Mother Geyer” article that you will find in this newsletter 
about Gertie Geyer, Art Geyer’s mother and a long time   
Police dispatcher for the Milford Police Department.  

So, you can see that a lot of effort is going on behind the 
scenes at the Society and there is plenty more to do. If you 
would like to join our volunteer crew call and leave a mes-
sage on our answering machine—248-685-7308. We will 
call you back and put you to work! 

(President’s Report—Con nued from page 1) 



Milford Historical Society 

124 East Commerce 

Milford, Michigan 48381 

Please enroll me/us as a member (s) of the Milford Histor-

ical Society: 

Name:  __________________________________________________________ 

Address:   ________________________________________________________ 

   ________________________________________________________
  

Phone:  ___________________________     Email: _______________________ 

Mail to: Milford Historical Society, 124 East Commerce, Milford MI 48381 

Phone: 248-685-7308  

Annual Member Dues: 

Individual  $15       Family           $25 

Senior   $10      Life me               $250 

Small Business         $50 

Corpora on  $250+ 

Please let us know if you would prefer to receive your 
copy of the bi-monthly Historian via email. It saves us 
the postage and will get it to you sooner. 
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        Mother Geyer written by Alyssa Koch 

“Milford Police” 
Her voice always said  
On Sunday A.M. 
Or in the night-dead 

Jo Ann Colton wrote in her poem “Salute to ''Mother''” about the mother, 
Gladie Maude Hinton Geyer, who watched over the Milford community as 
the radio dispatcher for Milford’s emergency services for ten years. She was 
a calming, reassuring presence, according to Colton. 
  The caller just knew 
  No matter how dire 
  Assistance was coming 
  Through “Mother Geyer” 
Her services were so greatly appreciated, they warranted not only this poem 
wishing her well in her retirement, written by Colton on behalf of Geyer’s 
friends and co-workers, but a retirement open house, a plaque, and a floral 
tribute. The open house was “held for her in the village office,” according to 
one newspaper, in the building the Milford Historical Society operates in 
now. It “was a joint effort of the Milford Police and Fire Department,” 
where they presented her with her plaque. The plaque reads, in black bold 

print, all capital letters, set to a gray backdrop with a wood backing: 
“STATION 31”, “MILFORD”, “GLADIE''MOTHER''GEYER”, 
“RADIO DISPATCHER”, “AUG.59-OCT.69”. A yellowing, Motorola 
speaker is coming out of it, representing the speaker Geyer must have 
used over a thousand times to contact 
  …all the Stations 
  To Officers and Firemen too[.] 
 There is no denying that Gladie Geyer was important and, in 
some people’s minds, akin to a saint, a protector, not unlike Mother The-
resa - hence Geyer’s nickname. It is part of the reason the Milford Village 
Council, in 1969, “present[ed] her with a floral tribute,” which, one news-
paper assures the village people, the cost was covered “by the individual 
members of the Council.” Helping to protect and reassure the people of 
Milford in equal measure, Mother Geyer was a woman who served her 
community with her voice. With kindness and diligence, a speaker was 
all she needed. 
 Mrs. Geyer lived for almost another thirteen years after her 
retirement before finally passing away in 1982. Some of her personal 
items and writings can be found within the Milford Historical Society’s 
Art Geyer Research collection. Please stop by the Milford Historical  
Society to learn more. 


